Among the most intriguing acquisitions that can find their way into archival collections are those singular items generally labelled as "ephemera." It is amazing what a small, seemingly insignificant item, usually the by-product of a single event, can reveal to the modern researcher.
In 2001, the Jewish Historical Society of Southern Alberta (JHSSA) was fortunate to receive a donation of dance cards from a number of social events held by Jewish organizations in Calgary in [1912] [1913] . These events had been attended by Cecyle Sereth and her dance cards were donated to JHSSA by her daughter, Ethel Allen of Toronto, with the help of her nephew Stanley Winfield. These dance cards offer us a glimpse into the relatively new Jewish community of Calgary of 100 years ago. They show that even at this early date, the community consisted not only of new and struggling European immigrants who eked out a living as peddlers, labourers and shopkeepers. The names listed as dance partners on these cards indicate the presence of a generation of more acculturated men who danced to the same tunes as their fellow Calgarians. The cards reveal what might be called a socialite class consisting of managers, proprietors of businesses and professionals whose presence was crucial to the tremendous development of the local Jewish community between 1910 and 1930.
Calgary's first permanent settlers, Jacob and Rachel Diamond, arrived in 1889. Jacob had arrived in Canada in 1884 and had married the Ontario native in 1886. The 1901 census recorded just 10 local Jews, yet by 1905 a Torah scroll had been acquired and land had been purchased for a Jewish cemetery. Congregation House of Jacob was officially incorporated in 1909 and opened its impressive synagogue building in late 1911. By 1911 Calgary had 641 Jews and a sound infrastructure for growing the community.
The general economic climate in Alberta was an important factor in supporting this growth. A number of Jewish entrepreneurs who already had some business experience in other parts of North America were drawn to Alberta in the early 20 th century. get married but eventually returned to Edmonton and finally settled in Calgary with his wife Marcia in 1921. The Goldbergs became very active in the Jewish community, especially in Zionist organizations. J.E. Romanoff was on the founding board of the YMHA. According to the CWJT, Mr. Krorker (spelled Krarker) was a frequent visitor from New York. There is speculation whether the Rothschild listed on the dance card might be Edmond, the son of Baron de Rothschild, who is known to have passed through Calgary in 1911.
By 1913, Calgary Jews were closely involved in the political issues of the day. They had formed two different political associations, both well covered in the local press. Some of the names on the dance cards appear in this coverage. The Jewish community felt confident enough to have banded together to protest against a 1911 campaign for mandatory religious training in public schools. By 1914 the Calgary Jewish community had come into its own. The Sereth dance cards (and the local press clippings relating to the names and the organizations listed on them) demonstrate that within 25 years of the arrival of the first Jewish citizens, the community infrastructure had been firmly established. The institutions and organizations that flourished in larger Canadian Jewish communities also found fertile soil here. Jewish Calgarians quite freely participated in and contributed to the economic, political and social life of the city. The presence of a number of key Jewish families who had immigrated to North America before 1906 and thus arrived in Calgary with some knowledge of English, some assets and previous business experience aided the development of this infrastructure and helped to create links between the Jewish community and the rest of Calgary society.
It is thanks to the preservation of such ephemera that a glimpse at the intimate social life of one person can shed light on the broader picture of a fledgling community.
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These dance cards were first described by the late Jack Switzer, "Calgary Jewish Socialites Hold Grand Balls, 1912 -1913 ," Discovery 11 (2001 : 4. Most of the information for this article was gleaned from JHSSA clippings from the local press and from information in our subject reference files.
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The Sereth Story: 57. This is an unpublished typed memoir by the Sereth family from 1974. It includes an English translation of H. N. Sereth's German diary from his early immigrant years as well as biographies of each of his five daughters. JHSSA has a photocopy of the memoir.
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For a detailed discussion of the Allen family business, see Robert and Tamar Seiler, Reel Time: Movie Exhibitors and Movie Audiences in Prairie Canada, 1896 -1986 (Edmonton: AB, AU Press, 2013 .
